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linitefl States Senate 

COMMUTES ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Wasmhwtoh, OC 20610*4326 



March 8, 1994 



The Honorable Warren Christopher 
U.S.Seaetajjy of State 
Z20lCSxeei,N.W. 

Wwhingt3n,D.C 20520 



Dear Mr 



Secretary: 
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Dfa 



woring your February 23 appearance before the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relation! you agreed with my suggestion thai addressing the foreign claims of American 
citizens should be a top priority of the State Department. I itated my appreciation at the 
time, and T now reiterate it, that I am grateful for your personal commitment to this 
signmcank issue. 

Iniumuch ai you will be visiting mainland China later this week, I respectfully 
request that you raise with Chinese officials the following two cases of uncompensated 
orarapriation of property belonging to American cttfons. (I enclose copies of ! self- 
3S correspo^ence fromthc claimants, Mrs, Helen Hsieh Chicn and Mr. Wallen 
Yep, both of whom are readily available to provide any further information you may 
need.) I 

While I recognize that these two cases to CMna are 1w»ed on olrcunutanec* 
different 'from expropriation cues IVe Identified in Lata America, to feet remain* that 
in all cas?s, property and assets of American citizens bawe been sefeed without 

compemiiion. 

I feel obliffld to caU to your attention my concern about the response Mis. Helen 
Hsieh CHien received from the State Department when she sought airiataace. As you 
wai note ftom her letter, she was advised that the State Department wowd be unable to 
help and that she must deal with the communist Chins* government directly. 

Tliat. Mr. Secretary, was a callous responie, and to yet another example of why 1 
itronalv Believe the State Department needs that "American Desk? that you inlkm 
32SS The people In your department mm be made to understand that the 
E!?oTAmerican dta must be given first priori* Instead of excuses to justify ft. 
failure to uphold this priority, the State Department should be finding ways to a»»t 
j — « -«K»r *«/* f\rr\n^rrv *rr hctma abused. 
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The Honorable 
Match 8, 
Page i two 



)lc Warren Christopher 
1994 



W|th your recommendation 10 the President as to the renewal of China's Most 
Favored ffation (MFN) trading status just three months away, your visit xo Beijing is of 
enonnoui importance to the Chinese leadership. I am confident that the Chinese, if they 
are as sdarx as I believe them to be, will pay close attention to all of the issues you raise. 

[njlight of the tremendous economic benefit China will receive from the United 
States should MFN trading status be renewed, I believe it is entirely appropriate to insist 
that the (Chinese goverxunesc poiiuveiy address these claims and cease and desist in their 
mistreatment of American dtbens. 



Sincerery, 



JESSE 



HELMS 



>JW H**-*- 



Endosunj 



